
COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

November 15, 2010 

CITY OF ELKHORN 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 9 S. BROAD ST., ELKHORN, WI 53121 

 

The Common Council meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by Roll Call. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Present:   Mayor Howie Reynolds, Aldermen Scott McClory, Gerald Norton, Eric 

Messerschmidt, Julie Taylor, Kim DeHaan 

Absent:  Ronald Dunwiddie 

Others present:  City Administrator Sam Tapson, City Attorney Ward Phillips, City Clerk 

Darlene Igl,  Police Chief Joel Christensen, City Engineer Gary Welsh, Finance Director Mary 

Hinske, Electric Director Art Schmitz, DPW Director Terry Weter  

 

2011 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 

Mayor Reynolds declared the 2011 Budget Public Hearing open at 6:02 p.m.  There was no one 

wishing to be heard and the Public Hearing was closed at 6:03 p.m. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion (Norton/DeHaan) to approve the minutes of the November 1, 2010 Common Council 

meeting  Motion carried. 

 

BILLS PAYABLE 

Motion (Taylor/Messerschmidt) to approve the City and Utility Bills in the amount of 

$2,524,719.02 (check number 80834-81189).  Roll call vote: McClory, yes; Norton, yes; 

Messerschmidt, yes; Taylor, yes; DeHaan, yes. Motion carried.  

 

REPORT OF CITY OFFICERS 

Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Reynolds asked that the Council approve a donation toward the Fire Department’s 125
th

 

anniversary celebration on December 3rd.  Motion (Norton/DeHaan) to donate $500 to the Fire 

Department for the anniversary.  Roll call vote:  McClory, yes; Norton, yes; Messerschmidt, yes; 

Taylor, yes; DeHaan, yes. Motion carried.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Municipal Services & Utilities 

Alderman Norton reported that the Committee had discussed a request to install Monroe Street.  

The Committee restated the previous recommendation that the installation be completed at the 

property owner’s expense and to deny special assessing the project.  The Committee stated that 

the next step for the developer would be to draft a developer’s agreement and submit to the City. 

The Committee will discuss the design layout and potential hazardous condition of the E 

Geneva/CTH “H” lane crossover at the next meeting. 

Finance & Judicial Committee 
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Alderman Taylor stated that the Committee had reviewed the enterprise funds of the 2011 

proposed budget.  It was the consensus of the Committee that funding for an electric rate study be 

added to the 2011 budget. 

 

BOARDS/COMMISSIONS 

Plan Commission 

Alderman Taylor stated that the Plan Commission had recommended for approval an 

amendment to Conditional Use Permit number 10-02 for Heritage Auto, 502 Nathan Lane stating 

that no collision repair shall be permitted.   

Historic Preservation Commission 

Alderman Taylor stated that the Historic Preservation Commission had approved the Henry-

Kehoe Property Management LLC’s grant application for a Downtown Facade Grant for 25 N 

Wisconsin Street eligible for up to $2,670.50.  Motion (Norton/Taylor) to approve the grant as 

recommended.  Roll call vote:  McClory, yes; Norton, yes; Messerschmidt, yes; Taylor, yes; 

DeHaan, yes. Motion carried.  

 

LIAISON REPORTS 

Historic Preservation- application approved for 25 N Wisconsin 

Fire Advisory Board- approved Fire Department budget at recent meeting 

Library Board – approved Library budget, craft fair held 

Chamber – no report 

Elkhorn Downtown Partnership – planning flower show 

Police & Fire Commission – no report 

Recreation Advisory Board – no report 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Amended Conditional Use Permit No. 10-02 

Motion (Taylor/Messerschmidt) to approve the Amendment to Conditional Use Permit No. 10-

02.  Motion carried. 

Police Department Lighting Plan 

Chief Christensen stated that there is a need for exterior security lighting on the west side of the 

west wing.  County officials worked in cooperation with the Police Department and the City’s 

Electric Utility to develop a plan to address the exterior lighting needs.  Motion 

(McClory/Norton) to authorize the Police and Electric Department to continue working with the 

County to implement the exterior lighting plan and for funds to be allocated from the PD 

building project budget at a cost not to exceed $20,000.  Roll call vote:  McClory, yes; Norton, 

yes; Messerschmidt, yes; Taylor, yes; DeHaan, yes. Motion carried.  

Police Department Building Project Change Order 

Walworth County submitted an invoice for $739.00 for the cost to install frosted glass panes as 

needed.  Motion (Norton/DeHaan) to authorize payment in the amount of $739.00 to Walworth 

County for the frosted glass.  Roll call vote:  McClory, yes; Norton, yes; Messerschmidt, yes; 

Taylor, yes; DeHaan, yes. Motion carried. 

Wild Farmland Separation 

The Plan Commission recommended acknowledgement of the previous resolution to approve 

the Certified Survey Map dated 4/12/10 for the Stuart Wild property in the Town of Sugar Creek.  

The csm was resubmitted for extra-territorial plat review because the map approved in 2006 was 

not recorded in a timely fashion as required by State Statutes.  Motion (Norton/McClory) to 
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acknowledge the previous resolution to approve the Certified Survey Map dated 4/12/10.  Motion 

carried. 

201 Centralia Demolition Contract 

Motion (DeHaan/Taylor) to award the contract for the demolition to Gunderson Excavating in 

the amount of $31,950.  Roll call vote:  McClory, yes; Norton, yes; Messerschmidt, yes; Taylor, 

yes; DeHaan, yes. Motion carried. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

No further questions or discussion on the 2011 Budget. The Common Council will hold a 

special meeting to consider budget approval on November 22
nd

 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No public comments heard.   

 

ADJOURN INTO CLOSED SESSION  

Motion (Norton/McClory) to adjourn into Closed Session per State Statute 19.85 (1) (e) by roll 

call vote “Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public 

funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons 

require a closed session.” Roll call vote – McClory – yes; Norton – yes; Messerschmidt – yes; 

Taylor – yes; DeHaan - yes.  Motion carried.  Adjourned into Closed Session at 6:40 p.m 

 

RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION 

Council reconvened in open session at 6:46 p.m.  Motion (Norton/Taylor) to ratify the IBEW 

settlement to include a $.25 per hout wage adjustment in 2011, the wage structure for the Electric 

Division Utility Technician position will be priced at 75% of a Journeyman Lineman, 2012 

wages are subject to reopener, there will be involuntary reduction in force throughout 2011, no 

change in health insurance benefits through December 31, 2012 and the term of contract will be 

two years from January 1, 2011 through December 31, 2012.  Roll call vote – McClory – yes; 

Norton – yes; Messerschmidt – yes; Taylor – yes; DeHaan - yes.  Motion carried.   

 

ADJOURN 

Motion (Taylor/DeHaan) to adjourn at 6:51p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

Darlene Igl 

City Clerk 

 


