
COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 
November 18, 2013 

CITY OF ELKHORN 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 9 S. BROAD ST., ELKHORN, WI 53121 

 
The Common Council meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by Roll Call. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present:   Mayor Howie Reynolds, Aldermen Brian Olson, Jim Boardman, Jim D’Alessandro, 

Scott McClory, Hoss Rehberg, Gary Payson, Sr.    
Others present:  Administrator Tapson, Attorney Ward Phillips, City Clerk Darlene Igl, Police 

Chief Joel Christensen, Finance Director Mary Hinske, Electric Utility Director John Murphy, 
Fire Chief Rod Smith, DPW Director Terry Weter, Rec Director Wendy Ard, City Engineer Gary 
Welsh, Library Director Lisa Selje, Tyler Lamb, Ed Robers, Doug Snyder, Chris Clapper, Tom 
Myrin, Kathy Wright. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Ed Robers stated that heavy volume, speeding and overweight truck traffic continue to be 
concerns on N. Lincoln Street.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA 

Motion (Boardman/McClory) to approve the minutes of the November 4, 2013 Common 
Council meeting and a bartender operator’s licenses for Richard Neuhaus, Kirk Angus and 
Richard Ellsworth.  Motion carried. 

 
BILLS PAYABLE 

Motion (Payson/Rehberg) to approve the City and Utility Bills in the amount of $2,132,742.28 
(Check number 92350-92593).  Roll call vote: Olson, yes; Boardman, yes; D’Alessandro, yes; 
McClory, yes; Rehberg, yes; Payson, yes.  Motion carried. 

 
REPORT OF CITY OFFICERS 
Mayor’s Report 

Mayor Reynolds recommended appointing Arnie Bryson as an alternate member to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals.  Motion (Payson/Boardman) to make the appointment as recommended.  
Motion carried. 

The Mayor stated that he was considering appointing a pool committee which would include a 
staff member, a Council member, a member of the Recreation Advisory Board and two citizens.  
It was asked that a mission statement and guidelines for the committee be created for review. 
City Administrator’s Report 

Doug Snyder, Baxter & Woodman, provided an update on the proposed Centralia facility 
replacement.  A preliminary project schedule was reviewed indicating that if the City moved 
forward with the project the start-up and substantial completion would be estimated as July 2016.  
It was stated that the design plans are currently under review by the DNR and that if approved, 
the approval would be valid for two years.  It was stated that the failure of a filtration or softening 
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vessel at the current facility would likely cost in excess of $500,000 to repair.  It was also stated 
that failure to meet requirements under the DNR permit to operate the water system could result 
in a notice of violation, a consent order with the Dept. of Justice and a maximum fine of $1,000 
per day.  It was stated that water rates would be increased a maximum of 20% to 30% to pay for 
the facility.  Administrator Tapson suggested that the City take advantage of simplified water rate 
increases each year in preparation for the cost of the project.  Doug Snyder stated it is costing a 
minimum of $80,000 more each year to continue to operate and maintain the existing facility 
than it does the Lakeland Facility due to the need for replacing valves, motors and pumps as well 
as additional staff costs to manually operate the current Centralia facility.  Alderman Olson asked 
that additional data on these additional costs be provided for review. 

Administrator Tapson stated that the Administrative Assistance for the Recreation Department 
will be leaving the full-time position effective Dec. 20.  Rec Director Ard requested that the 
vacancy be filled with a proposed start date of Dec. 2.  Motion (D’Alessandro/Payson) to 
authorize filling the Recreation Department Administrative Assistance position on a full-time 
basis.  Motion carried. 

It was stated that the EMS Billing Clerk for the Fire Department will be retiring in January.  
Motion (D’Alessandro/Payson) to authorize posting the position to fill the vacancy.  Motion 
carried. 

 
LIAISON REPORTS 

Historic Preservation – no report 
Fire Advisory Board – no report 
Library Board – no report 
Chamber – Christmas Parade Dec. 7 
Elkhorn Business Alliance – event being planned 
Police & Fire Commission – no report 
Recreation Advisory Board – Reindeer Run Dec. 7 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Public Safety  

Chief Christensen stated that concerns were raised regarding the curve on E. Court St. at the 
intersection of N. Jackson Street. After discussion, the Committee recommended signage be 
purchased and installed warning motorists of the curve.  Motion (D’Alessandro/Olson) to 
authorize curve warning signage be purchased and installed for the curve on E. Court St. at N. 
Jackson St.  Motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
Resolution No. 13-15:  A Resolution Adopting 2014 Budget and Tax Levy 

Motion (Payson/D’Alessandro) to adopt Resolution No. 13-15 adopting the 2014 budget and 
tax levy.  Roll call vote:  Olson, yes; Boardman, yes; D’Alessandro, yes; McClory, yes; Rehberg, 
yes; Payson, yes.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Kathy Wright thanked the Council for taking action to install signs on the curge at E. Court St. 
 
ADJOURN 

Motion (Boardman/Olson) to adjourn at 5:55 p.m. 
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Darlene Igl 
City Clerk 
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