
CITY OF ELKHORN 
Finance & Judicial Committee Minutes 

First Floor Conference Room, 9 S. Broad Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin 
 

June 22, 2015 
 
The Finance and Judicial Committee was called to order at 4:32 p.m. by Alderman McClory, followed by 
roll call. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  Aldermen Scott McClory, Michael Kluck, Tom Myrin 
Also present:  Mayor Brian Olson, Alderman Gregory Huss, Administrator Sam Tapson, City Clerk Cairie 
Virrueta, Finance Director James Heilman, Police Chief Joel Christensen, Kellen Olshefski, Kenneth Riley 
 
Property Tax Assessment for 2015: Sentry Foods 120% Increase 
Kenneth Riley, general manager and owner for Sentry Foods, read a memo stating that the owner, 
Danielson, said he had not received the property tax change letter from the assessor and was not aware of 
the change in assessment until after Board of Review.  The assessment increased by approximately 120%.  
Alderman McClory recalled if the assessment was not contested through Open Book or Board of Review, 
the statutory relief, the opportunity to contest is missed.  Administrator Tapson said the statutes are clear 
on this and it will have to be dealt with in the following year.  Alderman McClory said the letter was sent 
first class mail and not returned and it was unfortunate if it wasn’t received.  Administrator Tapson said 
the only time certified mail is used is if a property owner doesn’t respond to an inspection request.  
Alderman McClory asked if information on comparable properties was available.  Riley said the lease was 
$67,000 a year and he believed these assessments are based on lease value and the new assessment was 
over assessed.  The change in the property value is a burden for the new business owner.  Finance Director 
said the property had previously been grossly undervalued.  Alderman Myrin was upset with the increase 
and disagreed with it and felt the assessor should have been at the meeting.  Mayor Olson would like the 
City Attorney to look at the statutes to see if anything can be done.  Motion (Myrin/Kluck) to take to the 
City Attorney to see what can be done and provide council.  Motion carried.  Administrator Tapson said 
the assessor contract will be renewed and can add to the contract that any change in assessment of a 
certain percentage can trigger a certified letter to owner.  He also said the assessor has performed as 
expected and has never had a Board of Review case.   
 
Palpable Error on Property Tax Assessment for 2014: 721 W. Centralia Street 
Alderman McClory read the assessor’s memo provided in the packet.  A 2014 assessment error for 721 W. 
Centralia Street was discovered.  The property had a fire and a new garage built in 2014.  The property 
was over assessed and qualifies for a refund of the property tax paid.  Administrator Tapson said the 
process is a chargeback that takes about three years to complete.  It starts with the City refunding the 
owner, then charging back to other taxing bodies.  Alderman Myrin asked what the assessment process 
was.  Administrator Tapson said normally when a building permit is issued; the assessor visits the site and 
this property feel was overlooked. Alderman Myrin wants to have a conversation with the assessor. 
Motion to approve the 2014 palpable error for 721 W. Centralia Street under State Statute 74.33. 
Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn at 4:51 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Cairie L. Virrueta 
City Clerk 
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