
CITY OF ELKHORN 
Finance & Judicial Committee Minutes 

First Floor Conference Room, 9 S. Broad Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin 
 

September 14, 2015 
 
The Finance and Judicial Committee was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Alderman McClory, followed by 
roll call. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present:  Aldermen Scott McClory, Michael Kluck, Tom Myrin 
Also present:  Administrator Sam Tapson, City Clerk Cairie Virrueta, Finance Director James Heilman, Fire 
Chief Rod Smith, DPW Manager Martin Nuss, City Assessor Jim Danielson 
 
Committee members agree to move the following item forward on the agenda: 
City Property Assessment Program – Jim Danielson, Accurate Appraisal; Discussion of assessment 
policies and procedures 
Administrator Tapson said the City maintains a full value assessment system and invited Jim Danielson to 
discuss the Sentry assessment and overall procedures.  Danielson discussed the Sentry evaluation and he 
said in the past it was based on the lease as at the time they were having rent issues, but he didn’t think 
that was a long term issue.  When revalued this year he looked at comparable sales/leases to come to the 
new assessment value.  Proper notice was sent to the owner of the assessment change 1 ½ months prior 
to Board of Review.   The committee discussed options for sending assessment adjustments by certified 
mail.  Accurate Appraisal can also provide reports showing changes in assessments which include reasons 
for changes.  This would be beneficial for the City Clerk when reviewing the Assessment Role.  The 
threshold for the changes was discussed.  Administrator Tapson said the Sentry assessment was a proper 
assessment, this was an anomaly and historically there are very few BOR issues.  Alderman Kluck 
recommended sending certified assessment notices to the top 20.  Administrator Tapson said the City may 
move back to physical inspections.  The committee agreed that the top 20 residential and commercial 
assessment changes will get a certified letter from the assessor.   
 
DPW Budget Adjustment for Equipment Purchase: 2016 Bobcat “Tool Cat” ATV with snow blower, 
broom, salter, bucket and plow 
DPW Manager said the City tried the county’s Tool Cat and recommended purchasing the same thing.   
Midstates Equipment provided a cost estimate and will take some items on trade towards the purchase.  
These are items the City no longer has use for.  Motion (Myrin/Kluck) to recommend purchasing the 2016 
Bobcat “Tool Cat” ATV with attachments not to exceed $55,000.  Voice vote, motion carried. 
 
CVMIC Renewal/Dividends:  Renewal of membership/investment of dividends 
Finance Director Heilman said the City could switch to a $37,500 deductible as opposed to the $25,000 
deductible utilized now but the savings didn’t make sense to switch.  Motion (Myrin/Kluck) to 
recommend approval of CVMIC renewal with Option 1, the $25,000 deductible.  Voice vote; motion 
carried.  The City has three options for its CVMIC dividend: take money now, take it in March or reinvest it.  
CVMIC can earn a much better rate of return and the City has no immediate target use of the funds.  
Motion (Myrin/Kluck) to recommend reinvesting the CVMIC dividend of $18,418.  Voice vote; motion 
carried. 
 
Property Insurance Options 
Finance Director Heilman said the state property insurance increased 131%.  Municipal Property Insurance  
 
 
 
 



Company, a recently formed company as an option the state plan, provided a quote that is $24,827 less.  
Motion (Myrin/Kluck) to recommend switching to the Municipal Property Insurance Company for 
$30,870, effective September 30, 2015.  Voice vote, motion carried.  Switching on September 30th gives 
the City the ability to opt out of the state plan without penalties. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion (Myrin/Kluck) to adjourn at 6:04 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
 
Cairie L. Virrueta 
City Clerk 
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