
CITY OF ELKHORN 
Municipal Services and Utilities Committee 

Common Council Chambers, 9 S. Broad Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin 
October 22, 2007 

 
Chairman Gary Payson Sr. called the Municipal Services and Utilities Committee meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

followed by Roll Call. 
 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Aldermen Gary Payson Sr., Ronald Dunwiddie, Charles Van Dyke 
Also present: Mayor John Giese, City Administrator Sam Tapson, City Clerk Nancy Jacobson, Public 

Works Director Terry Weter, City Engineer Gary Welsh 
Others present: Gary L. Payson Jr., 1201 Hickory Lane; Kim Gebel, 1125 Hickory Lane 

 
ELKHORN WEST SUBDIVISION/DRAINAGE IN WETLANDS 

Motion (Dunwiddie/Van Dyke) to recommend to Council approval of a 2007 Budget Adjustment of 
$20,950 to reconstruction the storm water drainage in Elkhorn West and to authorize staff and legal 
counsel to prepare a waiver signed by property owners saying they won’t come back with any claims with 
the subdivision. Dunwiddie and Van Dyke amended the motion to recommend moving forward with the 
recommendation prior to the next Council meeting due to the need for construction to start as soon as 
possible. Motion carried by the majority present. 

 
GREEN ACRES/OAKWOOD SUBDIVISION STORM WATER DRAINAGE 

Motion (Payson/Van Dyke) to recommend to Council to authorize the City Engineer to proceed with a 
project study of the Green Acres/Oakwood Subdivision Storm Water Drainage. Motion carried by the 
majority present. 

City Engineer Welsh told Committee that he needed authorization to review the drainage issues in 
Green Acres/Oakwood Subdivision. He said the issue was reviewed in 2004. At that time it would cost 
about $24,000 to redo the Hickory Lane ditch, cut through and replace culverts and reconstruct 
driveways. The cost at that time was 100% the responsibility of the property owners. It would take 50% of 
the property owners to approve the work. At that time, the property owners did not agree. Welsh 
estimated the cost in 2007 would be about $30,000.  

Mayor Giese asked how the responsibility of the project cost would go to the property owners in 2004. 
Welsh said that it was in pre-annexation agreements. At the time of annexation, the property owners only 
wanted sewer and water. They did not want special assessments for storm water drainage, sidewalks or 
curb and gutter. It wasn’t the City’s responsibility to improve the drainage in that area.  

Gary Payson Jr. told Committee that the property owners have not maintained the drainage areas 
properly. He asked why they have not been ticketed. He said there was no action taken by the City 
inspectors and the property owner and City is liable for not doing their job. Kim Gebel said there are trees 
still growing in the ditch. She said the ditch in front of her house fills with water and doesn’t move. It is 
filled with green algae.  

City Administrator Tapson said the issue is a policy question. If you believe as a Council that the issue 
should be solved than solve it. He said the agreements are clear. There would be no work unless a 
percentage of property owners approved. Tapson said it would have to be determined if the work was a 
betterment or maintenance. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

Motion (Van Dyke/Dunwiddie) to adjourn at 7:25 p.m. Motion carried by the majority present. 
 
 
Nancy B. Jacobson 
City Clerk 
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