
CITY OF ELKHORN 
Municipal Services and Utilities Committee Minutes 

First Floor Conference Room, 9 S. Broad Street, Elkhorn, Wisconsin 
 

August 8, 2016 
 
Municipal Services and Utilities Committee was called to order at 4:30 p.m. by Alderman Kluck  
followed by Roll Call. 
 
Roll Call 
Present: Michael Kluck, Cathy Bensaid (Absent: Hoss Rehberg) 
Also present:  Alderman Scott McClory, Administrator Sam Tapson, Finance Director James Heilman, City Clerk 
Cairie Virrueta, Utility Operations Director John Murphy, Fire Chief Rod Smith, Police Chief Joel Christensen, 
City Engineer Paul VanHenkelum, Library Director Lisa Selje, DPW Operations Manager Neal Kolb, Kellen 
Olshefski, Chris Clapper 
 
The committee agreed to move the fireworks discussion to the end of the agenda. 
 
Deere Road Drainage Improvements Discussion 
City Engineer VanHenkelum said he received more estimates and Siegler was the lowest at $2,016.  They 
will do the work in the Fall.  Motion (Bensaid/Kluck) to recommend Siegler for the Deere Road Drainage 
Project.  Voice vote; all approved; motion carried.   
 
E. Market Street Extension – Review of ROW Alignment Alternatives 
City Engineer VanHenkelum provided displays of a suggested layout for E. Market St.  It included a road to 
the fairgrounds, driveway to the high school and turn lanes into the schools.  Three options for the road 
were supplied; two lane undivided, two lane divided or four lane undivided.  After discussion, the 
committee supported a two lane undivided road.  The estimate includes water and sewer which ends at the 
commercial area and can connect to school facilities, lights and budget for over excavation.  Administrator 
Tapson asked about signals by the schools as the Middle School has traffic issues in the morning and 
afternoon.  Engineer VanHenkelum said with the amount of traffic he didn’t see a need for signals.  
Administrator Tapson said there should be a bike lane and Alderman McClory preferred a bike path.  The 
bike path would be on the City side of the street. Engineer VanHenkelum said there is enough room in the 
ROW for a path.  Administrator Tapson suggested maximizing the ROW and Engineer VanHenkelum 
recommended 80 feet.  Although there is no formal agreement for the road to the fairgrounds, there was a 
promise to provide it in exchange for the water tower area.  Administrator Tapson advised the plan be 
shared with the property owner to get his response.  Alderman Kluck asked if the cost would be split 50/50; 
it is very close to that and could change based on the referendum.  Alderman Bensaid supported parking on 
both sides of the street.  Motion (Bensaid/Kluck) to submit preliminary plan to Origer with a two lane 
undivided street that is 36’ wide, for his feedback.  Voice vote; all approved; motion carried. 
 
DPW Maintenance Facility:  Roof Repairs RFP 
DPW Manager Kolb said there were three estimates for repairing the DPW facility roof leaks and there are 
extreme differences in price and scope of work.  He was looking for direction on what to do.  Utility Director 
Murphy said it isn’t worth the high cost to replace the roof and suggested spot repairs.  Alderman Kluck 
asked if the repairs would fix the problems for 10 years.  DPW Manager Kolb believes it will.  Alderman 
Kluck asked if money was in the budget for the repairs; Administrator Tapson said money may be in the 
building repair account.  Alderman McClory said the leaks are more like cascading water and one leak goes 
over an electrical box.  Alderman Kluck recommended sending out an RFP to get pricing for spot repairs. 
 
 
 



Discussion on Quality of Recent 4th of July Fireworks Display 
Alderman Kluck said he wanted feedback regarding the display as he received some complaints.  Alderman 
Bensaid said the company did a good job with what they had.  She said the problem was that there wasn’t a 
pause before the grand finale, but believes as it is automated it may not include a pause.  Alderman Kluck 
asked if it was an improvement over last year; Alderman Bensaid and Chris Clapper said it was.  Alderman 
McClory said the City can ask them to add a pause before the grand finale.  Alderman Bensaid asked if there 
was a possibility of asking businesses to contribute towards expanding the fireworks.  Administrator Tapson 
said they did in the past and perhaps the Chamber or Mayor could generate a letter asking for donations.  
Asking for donations at stores and the night of the event was also suggested.   
 
Adjournment 
Motion (Bensaid/Kluck) to adjourn at 5:13 p.m. 
 
 
Cairie L. Virrueta 
City Clerk 


